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Toothbrush Robot Craft Time
(Morgan Hills Church)

English event in
Iwakiri, Sendai
(Crossway church)

Yutaka Hagiwara music concert
in Shichigahama

Country Music concert in Watari

(Backporch Gospel Band)

From Near and Far

“From the east | summon a bird of prey; from a far-off
land, a man to fulfill my purpose. What | have said, that
will | bring about; what | have planned, that will | do.”

Isaiah46:11

"Sh'cheenah Surfer's Café"
in Shichigahama

Helping effected fishermen in Oginohama
(First Baptist Church in Woodstock)

Hope Miyagi, a ministry of Japan Earth Quake 3.11
Relief work, has been working here in Miyagi, Japan.
Even before the Earthquake, our church saw that both
Evangelization and Social Ministry were necessary

missions. Just as a car needs two healthy working



wheels on each side to run smoothly, a church must have
two main wheels (evangelism and social ministry) to move
forward to accomplish God’s will. It is clear to us now
that the reason we were able to cope with the challenges
of caring for affected people as well as receiving
volunteers and relief supplies from Japan and abroad
immediately after the disaster was because the whole
church had understood our essential mission. As we
look back on the devastation of the disaster and seek to
understand God’s magnificent plan, we occasionally feel
overwhelmed. Relief ministry, even with the support of
volunteers and others, has felt overwhelming. At the same
time, God sent all types of different helpers in his beautiful
timing to encourage us to deepen relationships with local
people over the past two years.

We have experienced both sad and exciting moments
including volunteers leaving and staff transitioning to
another ministry. We are learning that the ministry of Hope
Miyagi, given to us by God, is not only supported by the
local people living in this area but also by Christians all
over the world who have followed God’s call and timing.
Even though they may be far away from us physically,
some pray, some contribute financially, and some are sent
to us to join us in God'’s work.

There have been many disasters all over the world
since the 3.11 earthquake in Japan. Each time we see
such destruction, we feel grief, powerless, and fear all
over again. Since 2011, we have seen lots of people sent
from God from far and near to dedicate themselves by
suffering with the affected and helping them overcome
difficulties in various ways. This reminds us that our
battle is not ours alone. We are now in the 3rd year
after the disaster, and the ministry will begin a new
phase. We appreciate your support and invite you once

again to join our ministry as coworkers with us in the

Lord.

House Church Updates

Watari (from Kougos)

We had been looking for long-term volunteers who could

contribute to our mission when finally Lily and Tina came
to help. They have started the Newborn Watari Team in
collaboration with churches and Christians in the
neighborhood. The Kids’ Club, a longtime desire of ours,
was launched with the help of these two young ladies. The
Kougos made various attempts to establish relationships
with the youth and kids in the newly built residential area
from their new home, which was built after the disaster.
They are looking forward to establishing new relationships
through the Kids’ Club. The house-to-house Vvisitation
program uses the food bank ministry, which requires very
heavy work due to moving heavy items. These two young
volunteers now actively carry out this ministry.

As they study the Japanese language, please pray that
they will be able to communicate smoothly with people.
Please pray for their financial support as well.

Acquaintances made by the Kougos at the temporary
housing are now coming to Sunday worship and a concert
held in the Kougos’ house with some even coming from as
far away as Fukushima and Kakuda.

We appreciate

your prayers for two individuals receiving medical

treatment. One, Mrs. S, became Christian after the
disaster, and the other, Mrs. H, is still a non-believer.
Please pray for their speedy recoveries and that they will
keep their friendship with the Kougos. There are more
people we would like to contact, but our time is very
limited due to busy schedules.

Thank you also for your prayers for the health of Mr. and
Mrs. Kougo who persevere in ministry as well as care for
their grandchildren.

*The food bank ministry is a ministry helping to meet
physical needs of survivors by providing groceries and
daily necessities through Taiwan Search and Rescue
ministry and SEND International. This ministry also
allows Christians to visit the survivors occasionally and
deepen their relationship. The house church leaders in
Watari and Konan prepare and deliver the supplies every
month.

Sendai Konan (from Otomos)

Various projects are in progress. The Farm Support



Project assisted and supported by the Tohoku Shienkai
(a group that supports Tohoku) and promoted by the
Kurume Church and other churches in Tama District in
Tokyo is a great blessing. Assistance is being given to
restart agricultural activities of three farms damaged by
the tsunami, which has greatly encouraged the farmers
in this area.

There is an Onsen (Hot spa) Project that plans to
regularly invite the affected people so that they can be
away from situations and be cared for emotionally and
spiritually.  This project contributed to Mr. O in July and
Mr. M. in August to make decisions of faith. We pray that
they will continue to learn more about Christ and
eventually be baptized.

The Mana-no-kai's regular meetings continue by
visiting the senior citizens in Sendai City and inviting
them to Christmas evangelistic events sponsored by the
Shiogama Church (Family Christmas was held on
December 23) using Gospel Hula Dance. Also, in
addition to other activities, we hold meetings at
temporary housing facilities and make house-to-house
visits. We are so busy that we do not know how we can
carry out all of the work. Also, we are concerned that
some of the people we visit have been influenced by
other religious or political groups.

Mr. & Mrs. Kuriyama, who have many contacts with
the Samaritan’s Purse for its housing reparation project,
joined us and continue the food bank ministry and
house-to-house visitation program with missionary Lin.
Thank you for your prayers for their favorable contacts
with people.

Though we still have some concerns about the
construction of a new house church that would be used
for the center of ministries in the Konan District, we had
a TEISOSHIKI (cornerstone ceremony) on November 15
(see photo on 1p). Financially, although we feel
anxious about some shortages, we plan to complete the
building by next spring. At first we thought we would
the center when funds were

start constructing

completely in hand, hoping to receive financial support

from someone. However, it looks like God has another
plan despite our plans changing several times. We
received unexpected support from many different places
and people, which allows us to witness the faithfulness
of God! The construction continues in the cold winter in
Tohoku. We are thankful for your prayers for the
construction process to go well with His protection and
for this mission to be completed without difficulty.
Sendai Konan Support Request

With the support of New Hope Diamondhead (Hawaii),
we made a video to introduce the Sendai Konan House
Church Project. To view the video, visit our Hope
Miyagi website (www.hopemiyagi.org) or Hew Hope
Diamondhead website (http:/nhdh.org/restoresendai)
and choose “Giving Opportunity” or “Restore Sendai.”
This video was made in both Japanese and English. If
you are interested in contributing to this project, please
send it to Hope Miyagi (in Japan) or to World Venture
(our denomination’s mission board). Please see page 9

for more details.

Testimony of Baptism (Ms. T and her father)

(Ms. T, daughter of Mr. T)

I am a single mother raising a daughter alone. | was
a classmate in Junior High School of Yukimasa Otomo,
the assistant pastor of Shiogama Baptist Bible Church.
We had not had any contact since graduating from the
high school. Then we met again at the sports day of
the primary school where my daughter and his sons
attend.

Sometime later the Great Tohoku Earthquake
occurred and our house in the Sakuragi neighborhood
of Tagajo was completely destroyed. During my time
at the local shelter under extreme emotional distress, |
started praying without knowing the reason why | felt
God was the only one | can trust. At that time, Pastor
Otomo and his wife came to us with kind words and
extended their support, which melted the ice in my
heart. Over time | understood that God was Jesus

Christ and started attending church - realizing that |




was given life and was alive to be used by Him. |
believed that Jesus died on the cross as a substitute for
my sins and that He was resurrected three days later. |,
too, shall live. There are still lots of things that | do not
understand, but | would like to learn and progress in my
faith little by little.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,

and | will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

(Mr. T, father of Ms.T)

Today my daughter and | are going to be baptized. |
am very glad and deeply thankful! I'd like to give the
testimony | gave on the day of my baptism.

My daughter and grandchild were affected by the
earthquake and disaster. | become acquainted with
church when | learned that the assistant pastor, who
had been my daughter’s classmate, helped them.

| appreciated their kindness, but, to tell the truth, |
was not interested in church and had never thought of
having anything to do with it. However, when my
daughter asked me to go to church with her, | went. |
felt unspeakable peace and comfort, and | even got a
feeling that | was changed. It was something amazing
for me.

My wife was baptized before us in the hospital where
she had been hospitalized. It was a very happy vow for
her to God (she was baptized on her sickbed). | am 70
years old and wish to live everyday with and believing
in Jesus Christ.

“To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
(John 8:31, 32).

(Baptized at SBBC on September 8)

Regional Reports

Sakuragi neighborhood (Tagajo city)
Mr. | is a new student who started coming to Bible
study. Though he has a lot of knowledge, he was looking

for the truth. The Sakuragi neighborhood has been

influenced by other religious groups, and there are many
residents who have complicated home environments.
Among the students of the English classes in Sakuragi
(taught in a kindergarten operated by a Buddhist temple),
there are families suffering from trauma caused by their
tsunami experience and others whose homes are still
unlivable. They do not live in temporary housing and give
the appearance of living the same way as before the
disaster. We believe that the actual condition of their
lives is different. The Saigai Fukkou housing, a
multiple-dwelling complex reconstructed because of the
disaster, will start construction next year in this
neighborhood.

There are also many children who attend a ministry to
children called “Sakuragi Smile,” which takes place
every week at the Sakuragi Park.

Please pray that this area where ministry is still
evolving will be blessed and that Hope Miyagi will be
able to work on meeting various needs of the residents in
this neighborhood.

Shichigahama Town

People also suffered because of the earthquake and
tsunami in this community. They have started coming
back to Shichigahama beach to surf. We serve coffee to
them on Saturday mornings and call this ministry
“Sh’cheenah Surfer’s Café”. This café is for surfers and
people who clean the beach. We also had an Imoniikai
(special seasonal soup), which was our last event of this
season. Though we won't have this ministry in the
winter, we hope to continue meeting with and praying for
these individuals.

We have meetings regularly at five temporary housing
projects in Shichigahama. We hope people who are
interested in spiritual matters will gather in their homes
rather than building a church. We continue our visits to
the home owners with whom some relationship were
established through the house repair projects conducted
by Samaritan Purse.

We pray that the Christmas Ornament Project and the

ministry of Mr. & Mrs. Kuriyama, who recently joined us,



will be blessed. (See “Testimony of volunteers” on the
next column.)

Oginohama neighborhood (Ishinomaki city)

We continue to visit and help Oginohama (a village
doing oyster cultivation) and other districts whenever
there is an opportunity. Contacts with Mr. E and Mr. T are
being continued. Those who are engaged in oyster
farming and other seafood businesses are facing
continuous challenges since the disaster occurred. The
marine product industry is greatly affected by typhoons,
which hit this region multiple times this year. The
disasters have caused some people to distrust God
making statements like, “How long God allow these trials
to continue?”

Another problem is that Christians, who have been
engaging in the relief work in Ishinomaki (a nearby city),
have been forced to cease their activities for various
reasons. We need other Christians to continue the work
in this region. Hope Miyagi wants to work in cooperation

with local Christians as much as possible.

Testimony of volunteers (Yutaka & Izumi Kuriyama)

“Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?”
“Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah6:8)

We were riveted to the news of the East Japan Grand
Disaster when it occurred on March 11, 2011. Our hearts
ached and we could not help shedding tears as we
watched the news televised, which seemed like
seguences in movie. At the time we were living in a small
town with a population of 80,000 called Lesbridge in
Alberta, Canada. We were running a restaurant. Though
we were living far from Japan, we soon started collecting
money at our restaurant and the shopping mall and sent
the donations to Japan through the Red Cross.

Then we learned of the need for volunteers in
supporting the reconstruction of Tohoku from Samaritan’s
Purse (SP), a Christian organization based in the US
involved in disaster relief ministry. Yutaka joined as a
volunteer for several months from May 2011. He lived at

the SP Sumida Base in Kesennuma City and participated

in mud outs. The more we witnessed the reality of the
situation, the more we felt that God was asking, “Whom
shall 1 send? And who will go to Japan for me?” Then we
responded Him with “Here we are. Send us if you desire.”
Thus we left for Miyagi in Japan from Canada in
September for three months.

We stayed at the Shichigahama Base and went to help
Higashi Matsushima, Shiogama, Tagajo, Gamou,
Wakabayashi, Watari, and Yamamoto Districts. Once we
started our activities in these districts, we found three
months was not long enough and were allowed to extend
our stay from May 2011 to May 2013 (2 years). Our main
activities consisted of the free reparation program for the
houses damaged by tsunami and the area of spiritual
care. We continued visiting with the affected
householders in connection with local church members
with the hope of letting people know the love of God.

We were thankful to everyone at Miyagi Mission
Network and Hope Miyagi and were grateful to have
been on good terms with them during these two years.
We also sensed the deep plan of God. The time came
when we completed our activity and went back to
Canada in June. We have seen lots of relief
organizations and volunteers come to affected areas
saw how they carried out their precious work. | thought it
would be a big encouragement for the affected people,
but we found out more and more that it was not so easy
for them to confide their inner thoughts to strangers on
the first meeting. We had been looking for God’s will and
praying when Pastor Otomo of Shiogama Bible Baptist
Church offered for us to stay at an unused facility freely
after the summer 2013.

Philippians 2:13 states: “It is God who works in you to
will and to act according to his good purpose.” We felt
that our Lord was with us and that he was doing
something beyond what we could’'ve planned. We
appreciated the kindness and goodwill of Pastor Otomo
and the members of the Shiogama Baptist Church.
When we were back in Canada, we asked God who we

were and He gave us His word: “I will be with you. This



will be the sign to you that it is | who have sent you”
(Exodus 3:11-14). We were sent by God and came back
again in September with the new thought of grasping the
word given to us by Him for the development of a
mission to the affected area. We are small and unknown
but are thankful to be able to be involved in the precious
mission of Hope Miyagi. We are excited and are looking
forward to the wonderful work God will show us.

Mark 16:20 says, “Then the disciples went out and
preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and
confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.”

Thank you for your prayers for the work of Jesus who
is with us. May you all be blessed!

(Yutaka & Izumi Kuriyama)

In addition to helping Hope Miyagi, Mr. & Mrs. Kuriyama
continue to support the work in Sendai, Tagajo, Shichigahama,
and Ishinomaki. Please pray for God’s blessing on their work

and for their financial needs to be met.

Current projects

1. Christmas ornaments: This is a supplemental
income project continuing from last year. The ornament
is a small glass ball, which local fishermen use, and is
covered with pretty netting. Sold in the US, they both
support the affected people and provide local Christians
an opportunity for continued relationship by working
together. We plan to sell 100 sets. Please pray for
Mrs. H. and Mrs. S who participated in this project.

2. Bible Study: There are many affected people who
received support during the disaster who have started

attending Bible studies. Leaders in each developing

area along with pastors have separate small studies.
Though we have created relationships steadily with fruit,
we desire to see people working together in these
groups.

3. Calendar with Biblical verses: With the help of
“Inamoto Printing Co.” we are going to distribute
calendars to affected people. The size is convenient with
a printed photograph of World Heritage Sites. Please
pray that as this calendar is distributed to affected
people, they will read, understand, and find hope in the

Verses.

Family Christmas 2013

[Monday, Dec. 23. 3:30pm-6pm]

We held a Christmas outreach and charity concert
sponsored by the Shiogama Bible Baptist Church. An
annual event, we used to have it in the church but
decided to move it to the Tagajo Cultural Center (seating
capacity of 450 people) in order to be able to include
more people.

Hope Miyagi also sponsored this event so that those
who we continue to contact through our visitations and
events will be able to have a chance
to hear the gospel directly. Our main
guest was John Lucas, a famous
Gospel singer who performed on
“Nodojiman the World” - a Japanese

TV program and singing competition.

Mana no Kai (Gospel Hula) and Kids
Brown Choir (children from the various English
classes) sang, too. Collection boxes were placed so
donations could be gathered for the East Japan
Reconstruction Fund, JIFH (Japan International Food
for the Hungry), and other supporting organizations.
Please pray that the many people who came to the event

were encouraged and that the gospel went forth in power.

Some small news

The Volunteer Vending Machine was set up in the

Shiogama Bible Baptist Church where the Hope Miyagi




office is located to support International Food for the
Hungry and Kirin Beverage Co. There is 10 Yen benefit
for one bottle of juice that goes to the ministry in Africa.
Mineral water and emergency canned bread (100 sets)
will be stored in the church as well, which will provide

help to the people who need it at the time of emergency.

How to sigh up to stay in the Hope House

We are able to accept volunteers after December 2013.

Only available for a few days? That's fine! Please let us
know your schedule. If you desire to stay at the Hope
House, please let us know at least one month in advance
by phone, fax, or email with the following information:

1 Name (all volunteers) 2 Number of people
(Men/Women) 3 Dates 4 Use of Hope House or not
5 Type of volunteer work desired (physical labor,
music, crafts, etc.) 6 Contact information

*There are check-in and check-out times at the Hope
House. Also, we do not accept volunteers on Sundays
and Mondays. If you wish to start volunteering at the
beginning of the week, please make sure to be check in

on Saturday.

Weekend Retreat

Miyagi prefecture is located next to Fukushima. It is
easy for families with little children to visit who want to
travel outside of Fukushima for safety reasons due to
radiation. Our hope is that people from Fukushima can
enjoy their time at the Hope House away from concerns
about radiation. We are partnering with Fukushima Hope
on this project. For details, please contact Hope Miyagi
or Mrs. Yamamoto with Fukushima Hope (090-4464-9094).

This project is not only for Fukushima residents but also

for anyone who is impacted by radiation.

A request for relief goods

Relief supplies received are given out directly to the
affected people by the staff and volunteers of Hope
Miyagi. They are distributed at different events and
meetings as an encouragement. Below is a list of what

is appreciated by the people right now:

- Rice (5kg and smaller bags)
- Soy sauce, sugar, miso and other spices and
seasoning

- Rice cake and other seasonal foods

Information about Hope Miyagi

http://www.hopemiyagi.org

Photos and testimonies of our ministry will be uploaded
to the Hope Miyagi page soon. You can also easily check
upcoming events there. Please visit our site!
Facebook community for Hope Miyagi: You can also
check for volunteer requests, information, reports of our

daily activities, and other news. Please join us!

A request

The Hope Miyagi newsletter is published in Japanese
and English and can be sent to you via email. Please
contact us if you or anyone you know would like to
receive this newsletter.

Also, if your address has been changed, or, you do not

want to receive this, please let us know.

Prayer Requests

1) May God’s guidance be with those who do not have
hope for the future due to financial problems.

2) May the peace of God be with both of those who build
new homes and leave temporary housing and for those
who cannot leave yet.

3) May people in the affected areas see Jesus and his
care through the work of staff and volunteers.

4) May the needs of the house church reconstruction
project by Mr. Tsuneo Otomo be met and blessed.

5) May good teamwork and rest be given to staff. Please
pray that they will have appropriate balance between
work and rest.

6) May the cooperating missionaries (Mr. & Mrs. Adair,
Mr. & Mrs. Barkman, Ms. Rin, and Mr. Inouye) and two
long-term volunteers (Tina & Lily) be blessed.

7) May a new church in the affected area be planted and
become a place of hope (potential sites: Shichigahama

and Shinden-Higashi).




Contact

HOPE MIYAGI

Shiogama Bible Baptist Church Disaster Relief Project

Representative:

Yukimasa Otomo

(Shiogama Bible Baptist Church Associate Pastor)
Address & where to send relief supplies:
2-11-45 Kasagami, Tagajo, Miyagi

985-0831, Japan.

TEL: 022-362-7468 FAX: 022-362-7497
Contact:

Yukimasa Otomo

contact@hopemiyagi.org

Web Site:
http://www.hopemiyagi.org
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B&B/RIOYUF Planting Seeds

To Make Financial Contributions:

Contact: Madoka Hata

donation@hopemiyagi.org

Financial gifts will be used for:

Relief supplies, equipment for relief work, financial
assistance to the survivors, food, kids ministry, stipend
for Hope Miyagi staff, volunteer center management
costs, transportation costs, etc. If you need a receipt, we

can provide one.




XE-HhEZTEHRSE (201 3F5H—-9HFT)
Thank you for your support! (May - September 2013)

A% (BAEA) Individuals in Japan

Andrew and Janae Gonnermans / / / / / / / /

/ / / / / / / / / /

M4 (BAEPN) Churches and Organizations in Japan

Christian Surfers Japa@RCnet/JCFN/ / /
/ / / / / /
/ / / / / /
/ / / / / /
LOVE EAST / / / / /

/ / / / /

5+ Supporters from Overseas

Abundant Life Churcl African Childrer& Choir/ Asian Acces$Back Porch Gospel Barid@rown, Janet Crossway Community
Church(CA)/ Grau Brigit / Howell, Cynthia/ Morgan Hill Bible Church/ Myrick, Kathy / New Hope DiamondHead/
Oshiro, Kento/ Rochester Japanese Christian Chut@a mar i t a/nS&END/ Bummerland Baptist Church
Ueno, Ker/ Walking on Water Willingdon Church/ World Venture/

We appreciate your support very much.

How to donate funds from USA

Thank you so much for supporting us.
Hope Miyagi works with WorldVenture, a US mission boardiliated with our denominationWith
corporation of WorldVenture, we are now able to accept monetary gifts through an account with WorldVenture.
This enables us to transfer money from the US to Japan smoothly and economically. Please notice that we are
not accepting monetary support through our othl account in the US anymofBo send a gift, go to the
WorldVenture website or the address belovilso do not forgetd add t he designat.i

Ex t hquake/ HopeMi yagi 6 when you send your gift.

WorldVenture
1501 W. Mineral Avenue, Littleton, CO 80120-5612
info@worldventure.com / tel. 720-283-2000



mailto:info@worldventure.com

